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Orient your main living space to 

face South. 

This is especially important if you 

are building in a cooler climate to 

help w ith heating loads. Plan for 

thermal mass to be installed on 

the south side of the home if you 

are designing passive solar.  

Consider CertificationConsider CertificationConsider CertificationConsider Certification. Joining a 

green building certification program  

such as EnergyStar or a state specific 

program  for building guidelines can 

provide helpful guidance for your 

project. M ake sure early on that your 

builder is w illing to be a partner in 

your certification plans.  
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